Bramhall Photographic Society

&

Newsletter Febuary 2026 Issue

- What's Been Happening at the Club |

The New Year started with a Practical and Critique evening.

On a number of occasions, when viewing members’ images, there has been the comment “how did
you do that?”. So, two members, Heather Bagnall and John Colburn offered to demonstrate how they
had produced such images.

First Heather demonstrated how she takes a
photograph of a wisp of smoke against a
black background, colours it, then lays out
multiple copies in a circular manner to
produce beautiful, colourful images. She
also demonstrated how she used single
flowers to produce similar circular abstract
images.

John demonstrated how local street
scenes taken during the day can be
made into moody evening or night
scenes.

The technique
needs a good
understanding of
how light from
street lamps and
windows falls
onto other
objects and how
to put shadows in
the correct
position. He also
demonstrated how to manage the
brightness and tone of the lights as they
recede into the background.

The third part of the practical session was
by John King. He presented a number of

é | his Black and White prints and used them
‘ LA, / to explain where B&W has particular

: > | strengths over colour. It included using
lightening and darkening particular parts of
an image in order to direct the eye of the
viewer. He demonstrated, using Nik Silver

Efex, how powerful, dramatic, and timeless .
black and white images can be created.
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The final part was the Critique, where Jen and Barry Barnes presented a number of their prints (mainly
portraits) for members to discuss and comment. Along with this discussion, we were entertained with
the planning, preparation and production of the shoots. From idea to production can take some time!

For those who managed to brave the bitterly cold and icy conditions, we had a good,
informative and inspirational evening.

Internal Competition No. 3 - Results

There was a good turn out for the third Internal Competition. We were presented with a good varied

range of images.

The Judge was - Nick Berentzen, who gave good positive and constructive comments.
One takeaway from Nick’s comments was - “Have a good look around the edges of the image”

Standard Mono Prints
1st - Fiona Hodgkiss
"Reflections at Salford Quays"

Reflections At Salford Quays = © Fiona Hodgkiss

Standard Colour Prints
1st - Fiona Hodgkiss
"The Old Junction Hotel"

S =
The Old Junction Hotel © Fiona Hodgkiss

Standard DPI
1st - John Taylor
"Catch Me If You Can"

Catch Me If You Can  © John Taylor

Advanced Mono Prints
1st - Paul Buckley
"The Final Hurdle"

The Final Hurdle © Paul Buckley CPAGB

Advanced Colour Prints
1st - Paul Buckley
"Kingfisher With Lunch"

Kingfisher With Lunch  © Paul Buckley CPAGB

Advanced DPI
1st - Barry Barnes
"Keeper Of Secrets"

Keeper Of Secrets  © Barr




More images from the above competition can be found in the Bramhall Photographic
Society Facebook Group

Guest Speaker - lan Whiston - "Amboseli, Tsavo & Tanzania" - Wildlife Safaris

We were treated to some stunning images by lan from his many African wildlife safaris (25 so far!).
He presented hundreds of images - animals (a lot of elephants), birds, insects and reptiles. His
knowledge of birds was impressive. He was able to name the specie of each bird presented - and he
didn't need any notes.

The soft, hazy light in many of the images added mood and drama.

The above four images have been kindly provided by lan Whiston for us to
display in this Newsletter

L&CPU Print Folio

A range of work submitted to the last L&CPU Annual Competition was presented for members to
enjoy and discuss.
It was organised so that we were the 'judges' of the prints. For the first part of the evening we formed
into groups of 4 and given 4 prints to critique. Firstly, what we liked about the image, then where we
thought improvements could be made. Then, each group, in turn, presented their comments to the rest
of the meeting. In the second part of the evening the same groups were asked to score each of the
prints that were displayed to the whole of the meeting. The group that was closest to the scores given
in the L&CPU Annual Competition won a prizes (a pack of highlighter pens each - no expense had
been spared !). The final part of the evening was a knockout competition where a print was displayed
and everyone was asked to decide between 2 scores. Those that were correct went through to the
next round where the process was repeated. This continued until just two people where left. They were
declared the winners.
As at the earlier meeting there was a lot of good discussion and interaction, and also quite a bit of
good humoured 'banter'.

It was agreed that being a judge is not easy.
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52 Week Project

Gold Things
Spectacular

-

FAFATART

Below is a selection of images from January's 52 Week Project
&9

g
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From The Archives

The Cheadle Alliance Trophy - Interclub Annual Competition - 1966-2005

The long running Cheadle Alliance has come to an end after the 2024-
25 season, following the withdrawal of Wilmslow. So we thought it was

time to look at the history of the competition and who had won it over

the years.

The competition started in 1966, with the clubs from Bramhall, Hazel

Grove, Marple, in a round robin competition.

Bramhall withdrew soon after as they considered it was only a print

competition.

Hazel Grove won every year from 1966 to 1975, until they became

North Cheshire and ceased entering.

Bramhall rejoined again in the 2007-08 season and won it, as they did

in the 2008-09 & 2010-11 seasons.

Then having let Stockport and Stalybridge have a
turn at winning, before regaining the shield for the
following three seasons, from 2022-23, 2023-24

and 2024-25.

Over the years since 1966, the competition has

lost the clubs in Hyde, Romiley, Brinnington,
Heald Green, Marple, Bredbury, Romiley and
Stalybridge all now closed.

Three images from the successful
2010-11 competition entries

‘Mel’ by Roy Cheethamt

1966-67
1967-68
1968-69
1969-70
1970-71
1971-72
1972-73
1973-74
1974-75
1975-76
1976-77
1977-78
1978-79
1979-80
1980-81
1981-82
1982-83
1983-84
1984-85
1985-86
1986-87
1987-88
1988-89
1989-90
1990-91
1991-92
1992-93
1993-94
1994-95
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John King, accepting the Shield for
Bramhall winning the 2024-25
competition, for the third year
running. The final round was held at
Wilmslow.

Presenting the Shield to John is
Jeremy Roussak, the judge for the
evening, from the Lancashire and
Cheshire Photographic

The Season Winners

Hazel Grove 1995-96 Hyde
Hazel Grove 1996-97 Hyde
Hazel Grove 1997-98 Marple
Hazel Grove 1998-99 Hyde
Hazel Grove 1999-00 Marple
Hazel Grove 2000-01 Marple
Hazel Grove 2001-02 Hyde
Hazel Grove 2002-03 Hyde
Hazel Grove 2003-04 Stockport
Brinnington 2004-05 Romiley
Bredbury & Romiley 2005-06 Stockport
Bredbury & Romiley 2006-07 Stockport
Brinnington 2007-08 Bramhall
Bredbury & Romiley 2008-09 Bramhall
Bredbury & Romiley 2009-10 Hyde
Heald Green 2010-11 Brambhall
Marple 2011-12 Hyde
Marple 2012-13 Stockport
Marple 2013-14 Stockport
Marple 2014-15 Stockport
Marple 2015-16 Stockport
Marple 2016-17 Stockport
Marple 2017-18 Stockport
Marple 2018-19 Stalybridge
Marple 2019-20 Stalybridge
Marple 2020-21 Stalybridge
Bredbury & Romiley 2021-22 Stalybridge
Hyde 2022-23 Bramhall
Hyde 2023-24 Bramhall
2024-25 Bramhall



What's On At The Club in Febuary

2nd February Practical Evening -
Prepare for the Exhibition

9th February Creative iPhone
Photography

16th February The RAW File Challenge

23rd February "Confessions of a
Competition Addict"

Whilst much of the evening will be covering how to
prepare for the Exhibition, many of the topics
presented will be relevant to those who want to
prepare images for entry into competitions or just
general advice on how to prepare images

Guest Speaker - Adrian McGarry ARPS - He is
recognised as an authority in iPhone photography
and was an early adopter of mobile photography,
having captured photographs on iPhone devices for
more than a decade

A number of Out-of-Camera images will be made
available for members to download and edit to show
off their editing and creativity skills

Guest Speaker - Robert Millin - He started
photography in 2009 and became addicted to the
world of competitions, engaging in FIASP, BPE's and
PSA competitions as well as engaging with his club in
National and International Club Competitions.

Committee Vacancy

Programme Secretary The role of the Programme Secretary is to plan the Club programme
around set calendar events — competitions, challenges etc...

Book speakers for the season.

Liaise with the Competition Secretaries in order to produce the club

programme

If you are interested in filling this position or would like further information, please contact one

of the Committee Members.

Sunday 15th February Final day for entry into PhotoEntry for the "RAW File Challenge"

Deadlines

The Next 52 Week Projects

Week Commencing

1st February Action Capture fast-moving subjects (sports, wildlife, dance) by freezing
motion or showing motion blur. Fast shutter speeds, wide apertures,
and continuous autofocus (AFC) for sharpness, often with telephoto
lenses to isolate subjects and blur backgrounds for impact,
emphasizing timing, preparation, and sometimes panning techniques

8th February White Things Things that are naturally white or have been coloured white

15th February  Wall Art Try and get the Wall Art in the context of it's surroundings. Don't get
too close and try and get someone in the image

22nd February Winter What does winter mean to you? Photograph something that says

'This is winter'
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Upcoming Events

14th-15th February Chinese New Year Manchester’s Lunar New Year celebrations take place on

14th February Fylde Ice Festival
14th February Anderton Boat Lift
Steampunk

23rd-27th February The Photoshop
Virtual Summit

Saturday 14 and Sunday 15 February 2026, with a full
programme of cultural events, performances and activities for
all ages across the city. There will be large crowds for the
Dragon Parade on the Sunday.

It takes place in the centre of Lytham. See a number of pre
carved ice sculptures around town on the ice trail with themes
linked to Lytham, plus watch a live carving demonstration with
Ice experts GLACIAL ART ICE SCULPTORS

Northwich, Cheshire, from 10.30 am - pm. A Steampunk Social
at the fabulous Anderton Boat Lift. A free event. Photo
opportunities throughout & a cafe meet up to chat & socialise.

Foundations: Five days of (Free) online practical training from
world-class Photoshop educators.

It is designed from the ground up for beginners—the people
who need a slower pace, clear explanations, and step-by-step
guidance starting from square one. But it's also for
experienced users who want to make sure that their
foundations are strong.

Information and sign up: https://www.pvsfoundations.com/

Tea Duty

2nd February Volunteer required

16th Februart Lara Thorpe

9th February John Taylor
23rd February John Maltby

Please remember to bring a 2 pint bottle of semi-skimmed milk and check if any provisions are

needed for the following week.

If you have contributions you would like to make to future Newsletters, please contact either:-
Phil Garside at philgfotos@gmail.com

or

Neil Sumner at nfsphoto@yahoo.com
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